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The Distribution of the Pink Seafan 
around the British Isles 
(www.marlin.co.uk).
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A diseased Pink Seafan near Lundy Island, area of tissue necrosis indicated. When the skeleton is exposed 
by disease or damage many organisms will colonize it, seen here are barnacles, hydroids, bryozoans and 
tunicates.

Left: a Pink Seafan forest in Lyme Bay. Right: detail of extended feeding tentacles.

Two clippings from Pink Seafans in Plymouth sound. Left: a  healthy specimen with a bright 
pink/orange colour and plumpness to its tissue. Right: a diseased specimen with the black skeleton 
exposed by tissue necrosis and a hydroid growing on exposed skeleton indicated

Top: sections of seafan branches, healthy (left) and � 5mm from the site of exposed skeleton 
(right). The diseased tissue has lost its ectoderm and the mesoglea is greatly shrunken. Bottom: 
vibrio selective agar plates showing a vibrios cultured from a healthy (left) and a diseased Seafan 
(right). 


