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Pink Seafan Tissue Necrosis

Seafan disease has been increasingly reported in tk
Plymouth Sound and Lundy Island over the last 4
characterised by a loss of tissue from the seafan sk
usually begins towards the centre of the colony,

cafan (Eunicella verrucosa) is a gotgonian coral found in
iterranean and the E. Atlantic, from Morocco to SW.
d the UK.

grows attached to hard surfaces, its fan is generally
one plane across the prevailing current. It is found
50m around the British Isles, were there is strong
ment. Sometimes this seafan occurs in dense
, although in many places its populations are o ’
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ributed. It feeds by extending tentacles of its around the British Isles
olyps into passing water currents, capturing (B REHRERL):
atter and plankton.

colonized by a range of organisms. Mortality of
occurs as further tissue is lost and the seafan beco:
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pink/orange colour and plumpness to its tissue. Right: a diseased specimel

Research at Plymouth University

Our initial hypothesis was that disease is caused by a micro
has been demonstrated for several diseases of tropical cora
associated with seafan samples were cultured; no fungi wer
was a striking difference between the numbers of bacteria
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